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Dear Parents and Friends,

With the Easter holidays fast approaching we
can look back on another successful half term
here at The Kings of Wessex.

We held our first Target Setting Day for students in
Year 10 on 10" March 2004. Students and their
parents had the opportunity to meet with their
Tutor to review progress and set targets. We were
delighted that so many of our parents were able to
attend this day. Our evaluation of the day shows
that parents and students were overwhelmingly in
support of this new initiative.

We remain committed to providing parents with
more information about their child’s progress and
are therefore planning to extend Target Setting
Day to include all students from the new Autumn
Term.

During this half term, we received a visit from a School Inspector who spent two
days with us looking at how the school is implementing the new workforce
reforms. The Inspector was very impressed with our work to date and with our
commitment to the reforms.

Workforce reforms are essentially about transferring administrative tasks from
Teachers to support staff, allowing Teachers to focus more on their teaching
role. The feedback from the Inspector was also complimentary about our
strategic leadership, attendance monitoring, provision for Special Educational
Needs, our Learning Resource Centre and the school’s ICT facilities.

Having gained Investors in People status three years ago

we recently underwent a re-assessment. This involved an

Assessor being in school for two days and interviewing a large
number of staff. | am very pleased to report that the school has
retained its status and has been awarded Investors in People for
the next three years. The Assessor was complimentary about the
school, particularly with regard to the strategic planning and staff
induction and staff training. It was encouraging to hear that our

School Development Plan was referred to as a model of good practice.




Once again we will be running our Easter Revision courses for students studying
for their GCSE and ‘A’ Level exams. Students will have already received a copy of
the programme. We do encourage students to come along to these courses as
they can be a great help in preparing for their exams.

Our Learning Resource Centre recently celebrated its 10" anniversary. Over the
past ten years our LRC has developed and expanded to serve the needs of our
students. Students are able to access a wide range of resources to support their
learning. They have access to computers at any time during the school day and
they are able to use the Centre for research and private study. We are also in
the process of installing a further ten computers for students to use. The
celebrations involved a number of student activities during the week and
culminated in a surprise birthday cake at the end of the week! My thanks go to
the team of staff, under the leadership of Val Jones, who work so hard to
provide such excellent service.

Students celebrated Easter this week by attending our Easter service at St
Andrew’s Church, here in Cheddar. It really is a lovely occasion when our
students join together in this way. The services were led by Rev. Victor Daley
and included readings and music by our students, with a performance from our
Gospel Choir.

Finally, congratulations to our Young Enterprise team who won the award for
the best trade stand at the Mendip Young Enterprise presentation evening held
here at The Kings of Wessex. Well done to: Alex Travis 10Sro, Simon James
10DE, Tom Mitten 10DE, Stephen Maynard 10TT and David Reeves 10SA.

We have also enjoyed considerable success on the sporting front with a number
of teams through to the County finals. | am sure you will join me in wishing
them well as they play their finals next term.

May | wish all parents and students a very Happy Easter and | remind you that the
Summer Term commences on Monday 19 April 2004.

Chris Richardson
Headteacher

Staffing News

Mr Nigel Kemp, Teacher of Design and Technology leaves school at the end of this half term after
27-years service at The Kings of Wessex to pursue a career in building. We thank Nigel for all he has
done and wish him well in his future endeavours. Nigel’s timetable will be covered by Mr Dave
Parvin.

Miss Louise Meldon, Teacher of Biology, is leaving to take up a post as lecturer in Equine Studies at
a College in Shropshire. We wish Louise well in her future career and thank her for all her work at
The Kings of Wessex. Mrs Teresa Chilles will be covering Louise’s timetable.

Mrs Lorraine Lombard, our recently appointed Assistant Head of Sixth Form, will take over as
Form Tutor of 6LM and Mrs Chilles will become Form Tutor of 9LL.

Dr Sheila Jamieson, Teacher of History will be taking maternity leave for the birth of her second
child. We send our best wishes to Sheila and her family at this special time. Mr Paul Dutton, an
experienced teacher of History will be covering in Sheila’s absence.




Celebrating Bchievements

At the end of each term in a special Presentation Assembly School Colours are presented to
students in recognition of sustained commitment and significant achievement.

The following students have been awarded School Colours this Spring Term:-

I
@@ Drama
Junior Colours

Harriet Allen 9CL
Sam Jacobs 9SP
Philip Knott 9SJ
Philip Lee 9SP

Linda Pugh 9SJ
Robert Spanring 9SJ
Rosalind Wright 9CL

Will Bailey 10TBE
Hannah Duckworth 10PA
Kelly Duckett 10DE

Jade Hailes 10DE

Clare Macaulay 10EH
Laura Pickering 10PA

Music

Junior Colours

Harriet Allen 9CL
Frankie Gifford 10SRO
Paul Foster 10SA
Mark Goddard 9RB
Izzy Higgs 10CG
Frances Rabbitts 10EH
Will Scanlon 9NK
Robert Spanring 9SJ
Luke Wilson 9EHE

Junior Colours

Ellen Culliford 9SP
Lisa Robson 9NO
Naomi Taschimowitz 9SP

Public Speaking

Senior Colours

Ellen Butcher 11DR
Naomi Colthurst 11AJ
Helen Gillett 11DR

Jess Guttridge 1IRW
Emma Paterson 11GD
Andreas Spanring lIMLW

Bethany Cockburn 12GG
Amy Denbee 12JPF
Matthew James 12TB
Robert Karlsson 12GG
Phil Macaulay 12JD
Poppy McCarthy 12BL
Richard Scott 12GR
Sam Thomas 12BL
Aidan Woodburn 12JD

Alice Sims 13GG
Hannah Williams 13GG

Senior Colours

Emily Atkin 1ILT
Caroline Burdock 11JG
Rebecca Cripps 12GR
Robert Karlsson 12GG
Isabel Fenton 11DR
Andreas Spanring 11IMLW
Phil Tromans 11GD
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Junior Colours

Mohamad Afifi 9LL
Lloyd Berry 9RB

Luke Berry 9RDW
Harry Briffitt 9IMB
Peter Coates 9CL
Mark Flinders 9SPC
Chris Nash 9SJ

Lewis Poulton-Sadler 9NO
Ben Puddy 9SP
Michael Randall 9NO
James Saunders 9EHE
Sam Stephens 9SP
Kiefer Sutherland 9RB
Michael Taylor 9RB

‘\@j Netball

Junior Colours

Hollie Barkus 10SRO
Hannah Duckworth 10SA
Matilda Eriksson 10TBE
Alice Grant 10SA

Emily Hancock 10PA
Alex Kimmins 9EHE
Charlotte Richardson 9SP
Hazel Rossiter 10PA
Naomi Taschimowitz 9SP
Elizabeth Tungate 9LL

9.

Tom Brady 10SA

Will Laband 10EH

Ben Male 10PA

Josh Picton 10CG
Dominic Simeone 10SRO
Jack Tinton 10SA

Senior Colours

Martin Davis 13EB

James Hewlett 13TB

Will Higginbottom 13GR
Randel Walcott 13BL

Senior Colours

Natalie Gilbert LIMLW
Rachael Goddard 11RW
Sophie James 11GD
Alice Merry 1IMLW
Nicole Vosper 11GD
Sarah Vining 1IRW

Students are awarded a Gold Certificate when they have gained 25 merits for
their work and accomplishments in school. Students are presented with a
certificate in Assembly.
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The following Year 9 Students have been awarded Gold Certificates

Jessica Burbridge 9EHE
Laura Carter 9LL

Ceri Collins 9LL
Elizabeth Freeman 9RB
Robert Gamlin 9RB
Bethany Howell 9SJ
Daniel Kevill 9SPC

Lily Mason 9RB

Bethan Meadowcroft 9RB

this Spring Term:

Christopher Nash 9SJ
Rachel Palmer 9LL
Heather Paterson 9LL
Sophie Ross 9SP
Jenny Scott 9RB
Suzanne Sparks 9SPC




Reporting Absence

THANK YOU once again to all our parents
who continue to use the Absence Hotline

A reminder to all those parents who are still not...

Iliness or any other absence should be reported on
the first and every day of absence by telephoning:

01934 745304

(This telephone number is available 24/7 )

Your child’s name, tutor group and reason for absence
should be given.

Alternatively, absences may be reported by email to:
ABeesley@educ.somerset.gov.uk

Please note: absence should be reported for all students,
including the Sixth Form.

Thank you

Anita Beesley
Attendance Secretary




Geographers in the field!

Year 12 AS Geography students spent two days on fieldwork
activities in mid-March.

Porlock Beach
provided a beautiful
backdrop for an
analysis of beach
pebbles....

Students sampled material from both
ends of the beach, looking for
evidence of changes in pebble size
and shape, which could help to
explain coastal processes on this
interesting section of Somerset’s
coast.

v Local towns provided an

opportunity for small groups of students
to investigate ‘spheres of influence’.
Locations ranged from Yeovil to

. Weston. Students also quizzed shoppers
about their use of each town,
investigating the relationship between
town centres and edge of town retail
locations.

Both exercises contributed valuable case
studies to the Applied Geographical
Skills paper at AS, the alternative to
coursework, which has been very
successful (and popular!) in recent years.

John Goodchild
Head of Humanities




