














“Behind Bars” Psychology Conference

By Jenny Baines, Margaret Marsland and Caroline Parsons

Drug Development Lecture

On a dull and dreary November the Psychology
Department left Kings on our - now annual - trip to
meet prison officers and ex-criminals at the “Behind
Bars” conference in Bristol.

The event started with students standing as
“governors” and asked to share their views on
what constitutes a “good prison”. Amongst the
governors were Tom Puddy and Gemma
Leaney (Year 13) who confidently aired their
views with the other 500 candidates. What stars!

This was followed by a series of talks from
various individuals who have spent time in
prison. These included a gentleman convicted of
fraud, a “serial” burglar and a heroin addict, now
clean. There was also a talk by a retired prison
officer who has spent the last ten years working
with “lifers” in an open prison. The students then
had the opportunity to talk to the speakers in
small groups and ask a range of questions, all of
which were answered with great honesty.

The afternoon sessions took the form of a mock
trial in which various pieces of evidence were put
forward to the students to help them decide if an
accused man was guilty of murder or
manslaughter. Again two of our students,
Clowance Cotteril and Becky Maynard,
performed with confidence as defence lawyers
although they “lost” the case as the accused was
sent down for manslaughter.

The conference organiser, smartly dressed in suit
and tie (and assumed by many of us to be another
prison officer) then stepped forward and to the
surprise of the students revealed himself to be the
accused. He went on to tell his story and how he
had served 12 years in a variety of prisons for
murder when he had in fact been acting in self
defence.

Once again this powerful

conference

opened the eyes of

our students to the

realities of prison

life and how

nothing is ever as

black and white as

we sometimes
believe.

The Year 13 Chemists
were involved in a
drug development
lecture - Jeff

Richards from Astra
Zeneca talked about
the use of analytical
techniques that are
used to develop
drugs.

This was a very

informative talk which

will help our Chemists with their January module,
covering the development and analysis of
Pharmaceuticals. Even more exciting - there are
two of our ex- Chemistry ‘A’ Level students working
with Mr Richards!

Science Revision Guides

All Year 9, 10 and 11 students should now have
been issued with Revision Guides. Year 9 and 11
students should also have Workbooks.

A reminder that Separate Science students in Year
11 have three real GCSE written papers in January
on Biology 2, Chemistry 2 and Physics 2.

Please revise hard over the holidays (sorry!).

Watch out for the Fire Safety talk to the Year 11
Applied Science group in a couple of weeks.

By Fay Simpson, Science Enrichment Leader and
Bethan Riddick, Subject Leader for Science

Of special
musical
mention is
Year 12 student

Will Scott-
Hartley...

Over the last two

years professional African Drummer Ben Baddoo
has worked with our students and trained Will to
the standard of Master Drummer in authentic
Ghanaian drumming.

This is a remarkable achievement because back
in Ghana this process usually takes five years.

Will has been utterly reliable in attending
sessions, has shown a remarkable determination
to master the techniques and has been a shining
example to others.

Well done! Paul Taylor, Subject Leader for Music



= The K{/ﬂg& Calendar (for the first half of Spring Term 2008)

- January 2008
Return to School Monday 7 January 2008 (WEEK B)
Piano Trios Concert to inaugurate the new grand piano Tuesday 8 January 2008 at 7:30pm, Schoo! Hall
(Jack Liebeck, Richard Harvood and Gottlieb Wallisch)
Years 10, 11 12 & 13 Computing Trip to UWE Wednesday 9 January 2008 - .4/ Day
GCSE & AS/A2 Exams Commence (Years 12/13) Wednesday 9 January 2008 and conclude oz

Friday 1 February 2008

Year 11 GCSE Triple Science Students — Modular Biology Exam Tuesday 15 January 2008

PTA Meeting Tuesday 15 January 2008 at 7:30p#, Conference Room
D&T Trip to Disneyland Patis Tuesday 15 January to Thursday 17 January 2008
Year 11 GCSE Triple Science Students — Modular Chemistry Exam | Friday 18 January 2008

Year 11 GCSE Triple Science Students — Modular Physics Exam Monday 21 January 2008

Year 11 ‘Poetry Live’ English trip to Bath Friday 25 January 2008 - .44 Day

A2 Business Studies Placements Monday 28 January to Thursday 30 January 2008
School Production: Wednesday 30, Thursday 31 January & Friday 1 February
‘The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui’ by Bertolt Brecht 2008 at 7:30pm, new Drama Centre

Year 10 & 11 German Conference to Bristol Wednesday 30 January 2008 - 4/ Day

Sixth Form French Study Trip to Paris Thursday 31 January to Sunday 3 February 2008
Year 9 Physics ‘Weird Waves Show’ Thursday 31 January 2008 - A4 Day, School Hall
February 2008

Year 9 visit of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ Wednesday 6 February 2008, throughout the day
UK Maths Challenge — Intermediate Thursday 7 February 2008

Year 11 Physics Talk with Alan McKenzie Monday 11 February 200 at 2:00pm, School Hall
Dance Workshops Wednesday 13 & Thursday 14 February - A/ Day,

School Hall. Followed by an evening performance on

Thursday 14 February 2008, 7:00pm, Schoo! Hall

HALF TERM HOLIDAY:
Saturday 16 February to Sunday 24 February 2008

PARENTS’ EVENINGS will be held on the following dates between 5-8pm, in the School Hall:
Year 11 Parents’ Evening — Wednesday 13 February 2008

The Kings’ Messenger is due to be published on the following dates:

Friday 15 February 2008 Friday 4 April 2008
Friday 23 May 2008 Wednesday 23 July 2008

Useful Information:

Contact Details: The Kings of Wessex School, Station Road, Cheddar, Somerset BS27 3AQ ,
Main School Office Phone: 01934 742608 Fax: 01934 742757 k )
email: office@kingsofwessex.somerset.sch.uk o o

Website: www.kowessex.co.uk ¢ o

Thank you for keeping us informed of any changes to your contact details.

Absence Phone: thank you for phoning before 10.00am with your child’s name and tutor group on 01934 4
745304 or email TJenkins@educ.somerset.gov.uk on cach day of absence explaining the reason for your
child’s absence. l I ‘

Year Leaders: Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Year Leader to arrange an appointment in advance ’»
if you have any concerns or wish to discuss their progress.

Year 9: Mr S Greeww Yeawr 10: Mr T Clawk Yeaw 11: Mr E Holdsworthv  SixthvFormu Miss S Bishop ‘






