
12

13

15 hours supervised time 
(exam conditions).

The art curriculum includes a mix of historical and contemporary sources; gender balance and global majority sources.

AQA Assessment Objectives
AO1: Develop ideas
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas
AO3: Record ideas
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response

The Human Form: Identity, Body & Personal Response

Launch the Personal Investigation 

In this project, you will explore the human form as a starting point for developing personal ideas, experimenting 
with a range of media and processes before selecting and developing your own creative direction.
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You will work independently within specified time constraints to 
develop a personal and meaningful response. A more rigorous 
exploration of integrating knowledge and methods from different 
art disciplines is evidenced.

In Component 2, you will respond to a stimulus, provided by AQA, 40% of A-level. 
Preparatory period from January to May. Supervised time – 15 hours.

Still Life: Mark, Gesture & Expression 

Portfolio of Work

Expressive mark making, observational drawing, and media experimentation

The Built & Natural Environment: Layer, Surface & Process

In this project you will explore still life through expressive mark making, gesture and experimental 
techniques, developing confidence in drawing and painting while moving beyond controlled and 

literal representation.

Colour theory and application, brushwork, surface, texture, colour relationships, colour mixing and layering.

In this project you will explore the built and natural environment through drawing, photography, 
printmaking and mixed media, developing your ability to layer, combine and transform images, materials 

and processes.

Personal Investigation. In Component 1, 60% of A-level, you will develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or theme leading to finished 
outcomes. Practical outcomes make connections with contemporary or past practice of artist(s), designer(s), photographers or craftspeople 
and includes a 1000 to 3000 word essay which supports the practical work.

Print Making
Collagraph, 
Dry point, 

Lino, Screen 
Printing

Specialism & Independence: you will demonstrate greater autonomy when developing personal 
themes, with an emphasis on refining techniques and deepening conceptual understanding.
Ongoing Development and continuous experimentation, reflection, and feedback will drive the 
evolution of your ideas and outcomes.

Both component 1 and 2 are non-exam assessment (NEA) 
Creative Industries 
Post 18+ Pathways & Provision
University 
Degree courses
Art Foundation

Review and Submit - Completion and Selection of the personal investigation, component 1, January

Sculpture: Wire, 
Clay modelling and 

sculpting techniques.

Mixed Media and Collage, Layer drawing processes and techniques using traditional and digital media.
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The progression from Year 12 to Year 13 is about developing more personal ideas, 
experimenting with greater confidence and sophistication, and using artists and research to 

inform both your practical work and written thinking.
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