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This Evening

• Key Dates

• Effective Revision

• Resilience

• Support

• Supporting Exams

• Exams Information and Non-Examined Assessment

• Top tips for English, Maths and Science
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Key Dates - Exams
• Non-Examined Assessments: Ongoing

• PPE Exam Briefing: Friday 11 October 2024

• Pre-Public Exams (PPEs): 6 November to 15 November 2024

• Parents Evening: 12 December 2024

• PPE Results Day: 5 December 2024

• Exam Briefing: w/c 21 April 2025

• Public Examinations: Start 12 May 2025
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Effective Revision
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• Reading through notes or text books – covers lots of ground quickly 
(but little is recalled).

• Highlighting – maybe of use to ‘highlight’ important points to come 
back to, but of little use by itself.

• Making notes and summarising – needs to be done well before it is 
effective. Lots of people simply copy.



Active Recall You have spent the last 18 months putting information 
into your brains. To be as successful as possible you need 
to get it back out again.

• Make notes with the book closed. Study a topic area, but then try and recall as much 
information as you can  without referring to the notes. Then go back and see what you have 
missed.

• Create spider diagrams as you recall the knowledge trying to link the concepts together
• Instead of making notes as you revise material, write down questions instead – you can then 

come back and answer them at a later date.
• Past papers – even use to pre test yourself prior to revising a certain topic to discover areas of 

weakness. Sometimes we get demoralised if we get stuff wrong – but getting it wrong is one 
of the best ways to learn.

• Mnemonics and stories – Spend time making up your own mnemonics for lists and relate 
events in a sequence with a familiar journey or story.

Cognitive Effort



• Do not fight it – feeling nervous is natural and trying too hard to 
overcome it may prove to be counterproductive. Accept that 
controlled nervousness will not negatively impact your performance.

• Be realistic – we would all love to be Superman and get our revision 
done in five minutes, but it is not going to happen. Working 24 hours 
a day will not help either. Create a manageable revision plan that you 
can stick to in the real world.

• Expect difficulty – exams are designed to challenge and everyone 
taking the test will struggle to some degree!

• Tackle self-doubt – be realistic and optimistic about your capabilities. 
Visualise yourself staying composed and thoughtful during the exam. 
The worst thing you can do is assume you are doomed from the start!

Resilience
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Recommended Guides:

Resilience

BELIEVE AND SUCCEED



Support

Year 11 

- Mentor meetings

- Tutor and mentor support

- Subject 15 to 1 guides GCSE and Level 2

- Easter revision

- Subject revision sessions term 5

- PEP talks ( year 11)

- Preparation breakfasts

- Year 11 Kings Sixth Induction day

- Next steps and careers help
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Support
Learning Scientist – webpage and resources

https://www.learningscientists.org/downloadable-materials
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https://www.learningscientists.org/downloadable-materials


Supporting Exams

Information for candidates
documents - JCQ Joint 

Council for Qualifications

Documents to be aware of
Information for candidates

documents - JCQ Joint Council for 
Qualifications
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https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents/
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Supporting Exams

NO

• phones

• watches 

• notes 
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Exam Information

Students →Exams
Timetables are also 
shown here.

Please let us know asap 
if you are going to be 
absent. 
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Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

Information for Candidates Non-Examined Assessment, JCQ Information for 
candidates documents - JCQ Joint Council for Qualifications

Preparing Your Work
• Write up your own account
• Adhere to deadlines
• Inform your teacher if you receive help
• Do not share your work with classmates, keep it safe
• Do not be tempted to use online pre-prepared solutions
• You must not write inappropriate, obscene or offensive material

https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents
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Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

Research and Using References
• The research you do may involve looking for information in 

published sources such as textbooks, encyclopaedias, journals, 
TV, radio and on the internet. 

• The regulations state that: ‘the work which you submit for 
assessment must be your own’; ‘you must not copy from 
someone else or allow another candidate to copy from you’ this 
includes online references

• If you use the same wording, you must add quotation marks to 
the phrase and supply the reference.

• You must make sure that you give detailed references for 
everything in your work which is not in your own words.
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Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

AI tools create text by learning from data from the internet,
however it can make things up and be biased.

If you use AI in an assessment and declare it as your own work
this is malpractice. Sanctions include (but are not limited to) loss
of marks or even disqualification from the qualification.

No Level 2 or GCSE qualifications allow the use of AI 
for 2025 summer entry. 
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Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

Plagiarism involves taking 
someone else’s words, 

thoughts or ideas 
and trying to pass them off 

as your own. 

It is a form of cheating 
which is taken very seriously.
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Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT 
NEEDS TO BE YOUR 

OWN WORK



English

What are the GCSE papers?

How can I revise for them?
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English Language Exams English Literature Exams

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 

(one hour and 45 minutes)

One source, four questions

Creative writing

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel

(one hour and 45 minutes) 

Section A: Shakespeare (50 minutes)

Answer one question on The Tempest. 

- Extract and whole text 

Section B: 19th Century novel (50 minutes)

Answer one question on Jekyll and Hyde. 

- Extract and whole text 

Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

(one hour and 45 minutes)

Two sources, four questions

Writing with a point of view

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

(2 hours and 15 minutes)

Section A: Modern texts (45 minutes)

Answer one question on Animal Farm.

Section B: Power and conflict poetry (45 minutes)

Answer a comparative question on the named poem and 

another poem of your choice from the anthology.

Section C: Unseen poetry (45 minutes)

Answer one question on an unseen poem.

Answer one question comparing the first unseen poem 

with a second unseen poem.

Nov PPE

March PPE

2 separate GCSEs; 2 exams for each.
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Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Macbeth

Animal Farm

Poetry

English Paper 1

English Paper 2

Revision: where do I start?

Use your exercise books for revision
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Revision: where do I start?

Use the resources on Firefly
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WHEN 
YOU CLICK 

ON THE 
GCSE 

FIREFLY 
PAGE YOU 
WILL FIND 

A 
REVISION 
AUDIT…



RATE HOW 
CONFIDENT 

YOU ARE 
WITH EACH 
ASPECT OF 
THE UNIT.

REVISE THE 
ELEMENTS 
YOU ARE 

LEAST 
CONFIDENT 

WITH

5

5

5

4

1



There is a page for each exam on Firefly with revision 
resources, past papers, example answers and wider reading



Some other useful tips

Mr Bruff
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff/vid
eos?shelf_id=1&sort=dd&view=0Revision guides: on sale soon

Audiobooks 

BBC Bitesize: good for key ideas
and testing yourself with quizzes

Connell Guides: good for ideas –
ask your English teacher if you can
borrow one

Extension reading in classrooms
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General tips
English Language English Literature

• Read different types of texts
• Use information and 

guidance on Firefly and in 
your English books to revise 
HOW to answer each 
question

• Do exam questions!

• Re-read the texts
• Use revision templates on 

Firefly to revise character, 
theme, quotes, context

• Learn non quote methods 
(on Firefly)

• Do exam questions!

Jekyll’s house is symbolic of his character’s duality. 
The front entrance symbolises his reputation as a 

Victorian Gentleman, but the back entrance 
symbolises his darker and secret side. 
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Maths

How to revise maths?
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QLA from Pre –PPE

BELIEVE AND SUCCEED



Half Term Revision Booklets 
Pupils will take a Calculator and Non-Calculator 
paper for the November PPEs.

The half term revision booklet contains:

• Topics lists for each paper with links to 
SPARX Maths and Corbett Maths.

• Formulas they need to know. 
• Information on useful revision websites for 

Maths. 
• Sets of past exam questions on key topics 

that will come up.  
• Worked solutions to the revision booklet 

will be set on class charts. 
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Maths past papers can be found 
on the revision page on Firefly 

• All past papers

• Mark Schemes

• Worked Solutions

• Video Solutions 
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Equipment Needed 

Protractor

Scientific 
Calculator 

Pens

Compass
Ruler

HB Pencil 

Rubber

BELIEVE AND SUCCEED



Science

How to revise Science?
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Science
The Science curriculum contains a large amount 
of content split into three distinct subjects. 
Chemistry, Biology and Physics.

The content of each subject is linked but does 
not follow lesson by lesson.

Lots of lessons focus on one concept at a time.
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Science
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Science

Checklists 
for subject 

content 
and skills
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Science



Preparation for Success 
Evening 2024

Thank you for attending
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